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Wellington Courted 
for Deanship 
by Gerard Mackey 
Unnamed sources within the NYLS 
administration report that the formal 
search for a replacement for Dean 
James F. Simon has been postponed 
while Harry H. Wellington is 
wooed for the job. Although the 
administration is quiet about the 
situation, it looks as though the 
school will make an offer of the 
deanship to Wellington. If he 
accepts, Wellington will take office 
after Simon steps down at the end 
of this academic year. 
The New York Law Journal 
reported on August 30th that 
Wellington was unsure if he would 
accept such an offer ; however, he 
was interested enough to spend a 
few days last month on campus 
interviewing and meeting faculty 
members. A faculty vote on 
extending the offer is expected soon. 
Wellington, a visiting professor at 
NYLS a few years ago and a member 
of the board of trustees since 1989, 
is the Sterling professor of law at 
Yale University. He also served two 
five-year terms as the dean of the 
law school there beginning in 1975. 
A native of New Haven , he did his 
undergraduate work at the University 
of Pennsylvania and earned his law 
degree at Harvard . He also clerked 
for two distinguished federal judges, 
including a stint with Supreme Court 
Justice Felix Frankfurter. 
Professor Wellington has written 
extensively on labor law and has many 
articles and books to his credit. In 
recent years , his interest has turned 
more to constitutional law and legal 
theory, and he is now working on a 
study of constitutional adjudication. 
He has published in the area of 
contracts as well. 
Wellington's view of legal 
scholarship might be summarized by 
a comment he made while addressing 
Harvard University's 350th 
anniversary celebration in 1986: "Too 
many very able academic lawyers 
who, for whatever reasons, do not 
venture outside the ivy-covered walls 
scorn the practicing lawyer and his 
work ... and look for rewards only from 
within the universities." Judging by 
this remark, Wellington's outlook 
would blend well with the school's 
traditional approach to education. 
If Wellington is offered the position 
and accepts, he will become the 
school ' s fourteenth dean. 
Carnival Celebrates 
Centennial 
by Samuel Mizrahi 
This year marks the 100th birthday 
of New York Law School and, as 
part of an ongoing birthday 
celebration, the Alumni Association 
and the Student Bar Association held 
a carnival in the school parking 
lot on Sunday , 
September 15, 
199 I. 
The four-hour 
extravaganza 
gave NYLS 
alumni, students, 
and their 
families a rare 
opportunity --
the chance to get 
something , for 
nothing. 
Admission was 
free and there 
was a pro bono showing of Professor 
Bleeker's play, "Vote No.," In 
addition, the school gave each student 
five dollars worth of tickets 
redeemable at food concessions, and 
a styrofoam hat (the carnival 
organizers should be soon hearing 
from the Environmental Law 
Society!). Unfortunately, not 
everything was cost-free: beer cost 
$2 .00 and games 25 cents. Although 
the carnival's tota l receipts are 
unknown as we go to press, I think 
it safe to say that the beer and games 
generated a fair amount of revenue. 
Among the many attractions under 
the big tent 
were live bands, 
assorted games , 
food and drink , 
and a dunking 
booth . 
Monica Coen 
(from Student 
Services) got 
dunked a few 
times, but I was 
disappointed 
that none of the 
school's deans 
appeared on the 
dunking stool , as was advertised. At 
one point, I noticed a dummy with 
one of the dean's names pinned on 
it perched up ,there , but that was a 
close as we got to enjoying that sport. 
Though the chance to dunk a dean 
was lost , the game drew a good 
crowd . 
A major benefit of the carnival was 
that it gave students' families the 
See, CARNIVAL, Page 3 
A Dedication to Justice Marshall 
by Ann Kenny 
On his desk lay a small block of 
translucent plastic similar to those 
collected by corporate attorneys to 
commemorate their major financial 
deals. This memento, however, does 
not contain a miniature shareholder 
prospectus. Rather, it illustrates an 
accomplishment in which Thurgood 
Marshall took great pride. Inside 
is a replica of the front page of the 
New York Times announcing the 
Supreme Court's I 954 decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education, which 
outlawed racially segregated public 
schools . 
"The trouble with the doctrine of 
separate but equal," Marshall once 
said, was that it "assumes that the 
two things are equal." Throughout 
his tenure on the Supreme Court, 
Marshall would favor the individual 
against the state, the weak and 
disabled against the strong, the federal 
government against the states and 
the regulators against the regulated. 
11 You either work to 
improve society, or you 
become a parasite on it." 
Yet after nearly a quarter of a 
century of service on the Supreme 
Court , the man who vowed never to 
retire tendered his resignation to 
President Bush earlier this summer. 
His resignation was viewed by many 
as the culmination of years of 
frustration caused by the Court's 
increasing conservative majority. 
Born in Baltimore, Maryland in 
1908, Marshall was the son of a 
_ _Justice Thur'i!,ood Marshall 
school teacher and a club steward. 
His father had a great influence on 
his life , instilling deep racial pride 
within him. Marshall often told of 
how his father would say to him , 
"Son , if anyone ever calls you a 
nigger , you not only got my 
permission to fight him--you got my 
orders to fight him. " He attended 
Lincoln University , considered in 
Marshall's day one of the best black 
colleges in the nation . Financing 
his education by working as a grocery 
clerk and waiter , he excelled at 
undergraduate debate and was 
graduated cum laude in 1930. 
Excluded because of his race from 
the University of Maryland Law 
School, Marshall enrolled to study 
law at Howard University in 
Washington , D.C. in I 931. Marshall 
graduated first in his class from 
Howard, became a member of the 
Maryland bar in 1933 and in the 
course of establishing a law practice 
served as counsel to the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People ' s Baltimore branch 
from 1933 to 1936. 
In 1936 he moved to New York to 
become an assistant to NAACP special 
counsel Charles H. Houston, whom 
Marshall had met at Howard when 
Houston was vice dean of the law 
school. A year later, the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund was formed , with 
Marshall as its head, to employ 
systematic litigation as a strategy for 
the achievement of civil rights for 
black people. Over the next 25 years , 
Marshall engineered the legal 
campaigns of the civil rights 
movement. He crisscrossed the South 
annually, appearing in numerous 
courtrooms to lend support to 
beleaguered civil rights attorneys. 
The culmination of his service in 
this position came in 1954 when he 
argued the case of Brown v. Board 
of Education and won the Supreme 
Court decision outlawing racially 
segregated public schools . 
See, MARSHALL,p.3 
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From the Editors 
Democracy in the SBA 
'Recently, we attended the SBA budget meeting in order to receive 
money for the production of this newspaper. An SBA representative 
informed us prior to this meeting that any monies allocated to 
Frolic & Detour would be held in abeyance, until such time as 
the senate could ratify our constitution. As this meeting was 
only to be a budgetary meeting, only one member of the editorial 
board was present. However, without notice to any member of 
the newspaper, the SBA Executive Board decided to precipitously 
vote on each new organization that night. When Frolic & Detour 
came up for ratification, one SBA board member, who apparently 
was authorized to run this part of the meeting, recommended 
that the constitution not be ratified since he had trouble with a 
particular clause in it. This person read the preamble to the 
constitution aloud, stated that he believed a competing newspaper 
would be beneficial for the school, and then paraphrased the 
clause he had difficulty with. 
The SBA permitted Frolic & Detour two minutes in which to 
respond to the clause that was deemed to be problematic. The 
floor was then opened up for questioning, at which time two 
non-SBA members were given the opportunity to speak, in spite 
of the fact that the Frolic & Detour representative was previously 
cut off at the two minute mark. Senators also asked questions 
about the clause in question and the concessions that we were 
willing to make. Since the editor could not act without the 
other members of the editorial board, he stated, although perhaps 
too ardently, that no concessions would be made. A vote was 
then taken which rejected our constitution as it stood. 
The clause stated that the editors-in-chief would be selected 
by the preceding editors. This, the SBA representative said, 
was problematic since it was undemocratic. However, we believe 
the SBA was unreasonable for several reasons. The suggestions 
for improving our constitution that were offered would make no 
realistic change in the running of the newspaper and would actually 
result in a worse publication. If F & D were to allow a democratic 
vote to all persons who wrote, for example, two articles, while 
reserving the right not to print any article, then the editors could 
still effectively determine who would vote. The difference would 
be that an editor, in that scenario, could accept an article of 
lesser quality from a friend, simply because he or she could 
expect a vote from that person, rather than accept an excellent 
piece from an individual with whom the editor is less collegial. 
As we see it, the entire SBA ratification process was completely 
biased and undemocratic. The individual who recommended that 
the senate reject our group unless we change the procedure for 
electing editors was on the editorial staff of the Reporter, clearly 
a conflict-of-interest, especially in light of the discord that existed 
between -the two papers last year. This suggestion clearly swayed 
the senate since none of the senators who voted had even read 
our constitution. Apparently, the SBA 's version of democracy 
does not include informed decision-making. 
Additionally, because we were concerned with the continuity 
of a project that we had put a lot of time and effort into, and 
because we believe that a school publication can be a reflection 
of its student body, our constitution was drafted carefully so 
that subsequent individuals who became leaders of the paper 
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could have definite guidelines and procedures to follow; for without 
such a document there is a greater likelihood that the organization 
will cease to exist. 
Also, it is not that we believe that a group of individuals could 
not select effective individuals to become the next editors, but 
experience has shown that, because of studies, many individuals 
don't have substantial time and effort to dedicate to the paper, 
and therefore won't appreciate who among the first years is 
appropriate to become editors. (As a side note, the constitution 
stated that the editors would be chosen from among the pool of 
students one year behind the current editors. The criteria used 
for selecting editors are the quality and level of commitment 
that one is willing to make). 
Furthermore, if one looks at the constitutions of other clubs, F 
& D's is certainly as detailed, if not more so, than most. And 
because some of the constitutions are rather scant, little or no 
direction is given as to leadership or voting. This is not necessarily 
a bad thing, however, since these constitutions permit each 
organization the flexibility needed to perform more effectively. 
However, the SBA must, at least, be consistent in its application 
of pol icy. Neither of the two organizations that were offered 
for ratification at the SBA meeting, namely the Sports and 
Entertainment Law Society (''S & E") and the New York Law 
School Basketball Team, had provisions which explicitly defined 
a democratic voting process. The basketball team's constitution 
simply states that "[t]he officers shall be selected each spring in 
preparation for the following fall season," although by whom 
and by what process is unknown. The S & E constitution reads 
that "[t]he Events Officer will be responsible for the election 
procedure." It does go on to say that a "majority vote will be 
declared winners," however, it does not define who shall vote, 
etc. 
We are not suggesting that no organization be permitted to 
operate in this fashion, since, at times, the effectiveness of the 
organization depends on it. All of the journals, as well as the 
Moot Court Association operate in this fashion. Other SBA-
accredited organizations operate undemocratically, by excluding 
certain groups. For example, the Latino Law Society justifiably 
allows only Latino Law students to be members of the Executive 
Board, for fear that the interests of the Latino community will 
not be properly furthered by a non-Latino Executive Board. 
We are just suggesting that we should have been treated as 
equally as any other group which the SBA sanctions and grants 
funds to each year. Also, it is time for the SBA to consider 
making drastic changes in the way it operates. Those who argue 
relentlessly that the SBA is democratic since members are elected 
from the entire school are slightly idealistic and missing the 
point. One-third of the SBA is elected in the first few days of 
school when first-year students have had little if any exposure 
to those seeking a senate position. Also, the SBA does not 
make an active effort to involve the student body, as a whole, 
in the policy-making process. Neither is there true representation 
since student-representative interaction is minimal, and it is hard 
to believe that senators fear reprisal enough to conform to the 
wishes of his or her constituency. 
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THE SUMMER JOB I ·NEVER HAD 
by Gerard Mackey 
"~ould you be able to come in for an 
interview this week?" the lawyer asked me 
over the telephone. 
Ordinarily, these words are music to the 
ears of a law student just finishing first year 
and looking for a summer job. But this 
attorney had already interviewed me. Did 
he not remember that he had once offered 
me a job? I suppose that I should have 
expected that , at 85 years old, this guy might 
be a brick or two shy of a full load, but it 
seemed unlikely that he had forgotten that I 
had spent half a day in his office a month 
ago . 
I had started my job search late , but two 
days after I sent out a mailing I had a response 
and an interview with a solo practitioner named 
Henry Billings. I felt lucky and rather pleased 
with myself. Maybe this wasn't the ideal 
job, working for a lawyer whose practice was 
withering away, but I'd make some money 
and maybe learn something useful. After 
all, he had over 60 years of experience; he'd 
know a lot and have the time to teach me. 
He was a slight man with a kindly face 
and wispy strands of white hair carefully 
combed over his mostly bald head. He greeted 
me wearing a buttoned-up cardigan under his 
suit coat and led me into a small room filled 
with New York Sup's: his library. We sat 
opposite each other at a conference table and 
he began to talk. And talk. And talk. 
I learned how he usually hired students from 
NYU Law because "they're such a bright 
bunch." And about the "nice Irish girl" who 
took care of him after his bypass operation 
a few years ago. I listened to the story of 
how he and his wife had an audience with 
Pope John XXIII during a trip to Italy in 
1960 . And heard about how, on D-Day, he 
served with a fleet sent to attack the "soft 
underbelly of France" in order to divert the 
Germans from the real Allied offense taking 
place on the beaches of Normandy . 
I felt as if we were traveling backwards in 
a time machine, that we wouldn't stop until 
he'd taken me beyond the Coolidge 
administration to the turn of the century. I 
was afraid he'd tell me about learning to 
ride a bicycle or getting a first pair of long 
pants. 
I hardly spoke at all and , when I did , I had 
to shout because he was hard-of-hearing. He 
asked me a few questions: Why I ' d chosen 
to study law. What courses I enjoyed most. 
The usual. Mostly, though, he did the talking. 
At some point my stomach started grumbling 
r -;m--
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and I realized that I had been sitting there 
for almost three hours and had missed lunch. 
Finally, he offered me the job. In retrospect, 
I like to think I accepted because I was weak 
from hunger , but accept I did . We settled 
on a starting date and, after a brief tour of 
his office, I escaped. 
Over the next ten days, he called me every 
other day. I wasn't scheduled to start work 
until the beginning of June and it was only 
late April. Yet he called me from home and 
from the office, over the weekend and late 
at night. By now we were friends, I guess, 
because he told me bad jokes and asked 
questions about my personal life . 
One morning at 8: 15, the phone rang. He 
wanted to discuss his computer system. "They 
tell me it's perfect," he announced. "Do you 
know anything about that?" I suspected that 
he had WordPerfect software, assured him 
that I was familiar with it, and hung up. My 
doubts about having accepted the job grew 
deeper. 
Then, the Friday before exams started, he 
called to say he was going into the hospital 
for tests. His doctor was unsure if he would 
be able to return to work, so he encouraged 
me to look for another position for the 
summer. He didn't want to " prejudice" me. 
CARNIVAL, from page 1 
"Easy come, easy go," I thought, although I 
was disappointed and angry for having spent 
so much time talking to him. 
Now, a month later, he's on the phone asking 
me to come in for an interview. Evidently 
he was feeling fine; he ' d just come from 
court. But one of us was confused. 
I reminded him that he had hired me once 
already . He started hemming and hawing, 
and said he didn't want to train me all summer 
if I wouldn't be able to work during the school 
year. Did I want to come in and discuss my 
fall availability? "I don't see any reason 
why we can't clear this up over the telephone," 
I said, knowing that we'd already discussed 
this in April and dreading the prospect of a 
repeat performance of that episode. I explained 
that I would be free for part-time work once 
school started. This seemed to throw him 
off track; he said he'd get back to me. 
Weeks later, during a break from working 
temporary jobs, I came home from the grocery 
store one afternoon to find a phone message. 
"George," it began, although. my name happens 
to be Gerard, "this is Henry Billings. Please 
give me a cal I." "No, Henry," I decided , "I 
don't think so." As I put the groceries away, 
I fantasized about suing him or at least billing 
him for my time. Learning to think like a 
lawyer, I suppose. 
occasion to visit the school and meet the faculty, school employees, and other students. 
The carnival was a frolicking way to start off the new semester; let's hope we don't have 
to wait hundred years for the next one. We could have one every September to welcome 
new students and their families and to boost school spirit. Happy birthday New York Law 
School! 
MARSHALL, from page 1 
In 1961 President Kennedy named Marshall to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit. Opposition from Southern senators blocked his confirmation for almost a year. 
In 1966 President Johnson chose Marshall to serve as solicitor general, the first black 
person to hold that post. The solicitor general is the federal government's chief advocate 
before the Supreme Court, and in that capacity Marshall argued numerous times before 
his brethren-to-be. 
"I believe he has already earned his place in history ," President Lyndon Johnson said 
in 1967 when he nominated Marshall to be an associate justice of the Supreme Court, 
"but I think it will be greatly enhanced by his service on the Court." To no one's 
surprise, Marshall ' s performance on the Supreme Court has been gu ided by the same 
dedication to racial justice and the rights of poor people that he displayed as an advocate. 
On almost all issues of civil liberties , he consistently adopted broad readings of the Bill 
of Rights and the Fourteenth Amendment. His view of the lawyer 's role has been unwavering: 
"You either work to improve society, or you become a parasite on it." 
Regardless of whether one agrees with Justice Marshall's judicial philosophy , he or 
she must recognize the sincere dedication and desire for social improvement that he 
brought to the high court, and for this he will long be admired. 
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Faculty Profile: Professor Nadine Strossen 
by Laura Casulli 
In the course of her career, Nadine Strossen has clerked with the Minnesota 
Supr.eme Court , worked as an associate for Lindquist & Vennum and Sullivan 
& Cromwell , and been a partner at Harvis & Zeichner. After eight years 
in the private sector, she joined New York University School of Law as 
Assistant Professor of Clinical Law. Then, in 1989 , she joined the faculty 
of NYLS. She is currently a Professor of Law. 
Throughout her career, Strossen has been active in numerous organizations 
and projects which focus on civil liberties and international 
human rights. Among them are Asia Watch , Coalition 
to Free Soviet Jews, the National Coalition Against 
Censorship , the Fund For Free Expression, and , most 
notably , the American Civil Liberties Union of which 
she became president last January 
Looking at her achievements as an attorney, one might 
be curious about her performance as a student at Harvard 
Law. Was she a competitive bookworm who was over-
prepared for every class? Did she live in the library? 
Strossen cheerfully revealed that she was not such a 
student. Instead, she plays down the importance of 
attending classes and emphasizes the value of active 
involvement in law related extra-curricular activities. 
She did, however, make law review. 
As a student, Strossen devoted much of her time to 
legal assistance programs such as the Legal Aid Bureau and a Prisoners 
Legal Assistance program. She explained that while classes and assigned 
readings taught her the law , participation in these programs trained her to 
be a lawyer. In addition to school obligations and her contributions to 
the community, Strossen recalls that she managed to have a social life as 
well. 
Strossen ' s characteristic enthusiasm , determination , and energy will surely 
make her presidency of the ACLU a dynamic one. While she has not 
planned any major changes in the direction or policies of the organization , 
she discussed three goals on which she will focus the organization's resources. 
First, the ACLU will endeavor to educate the American public about 
civil liberties, starting with the basics: what they are and why they ' re 
important. Citing the results of a recent public opinion survey which 
shows that 40% of Americans do not know what the Bill of Rights is , 
Strossen expressed concern that Americans lack appreciation for the liberties 
they enjoy and fail to realize that these liberties can be lost. 
The ACLU will lobby legislators to include the teaching of the Bill of 
Rights in the curriculum of public schools. It will also use symposia , 
videotapes and literature in its public education campaign. 
By educating the public , Strossen hopes to increase individual participation 
in preserving and expanding civil rights. She emphasized that the constant 
agitation of independent organizations such as the ACLU has the effect of 
giving life to the Bill of Rights . This , in turn , keeps America the free st 
society in the world. 
Second, Strossen intends to increase the diversity of the ACLU ' s membership. 
Her goal is to attract conservative members by stressing that the ACLU 
protects the civil rights of all people in all contexts , 
not just liberals. For example , conservative clients have 
included a neo-Nazi group and Colonel Oliver North. 
The organization would also like to establish chapters 
at law schools throughout the country. 
Third , Strossen hopes to integrate the ACLU into the 
international community. While it will continue to focus 
on human rights conce·rns here in the United States , the 
ACLU will share its 71 years of expertise with fledgling 
human rights organizations in countries which have only 
recently started such movements. Strossen' s goal is to 
establish a systematic communications network to facilitate 
the exchange of information. 
When asked what the ACLU's most important 
achievement has been, Strossen thought for a moment. 
"Its courage and conviction to defend causes that at 
the time were unpopular and unpatriotic, but that have withstood the test 
of time," she said. For example, the ACLU was the only national organization 
to oppose the internment of Japanese-Americans during World War II. 
Looking to the future, Strossen plans to stay on as president of the 
ACLU for ten years, giving her time to achieve her goals and grow in the 
position. After that , she will step aside and let new leadership re-energize 
the organization. 
On Natural Law ... 
11 Higher law is the only alternative to the willfulness of both 
runamok majorities and runamok judges. 11 
-Clarence Thomas 
11 I see no reason for attributing to man a significance different in 
kind from that which belongs to a baboon or grain of sand . 11 
-Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes 
32 Harv. L. Rev. 40, 252 (1918) 
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by Peter Salvage Ti01es Square's City, Slicker 
"Troy Dorris" said he ran away from his Detroit 
home at age nine and joined a circus as a ticket 
collector on the -"Italian scooter-cars." 
Now Dorris works a different type of circus -
New York City's Times Square. He hands out 
ads for peep shows; sells stolen electronics, and 
tele'phone charge numbers; deals sex and drugs; 
and smokes crack on the street . 
"I'm for real, guy . You can trust me . Here, I'll 
even show you my I.D ." said Dorris as he pumped 
peep-show fliers into the hands of 42nd Street 
pedestrians. He wanted to sell a ticket to a live 
sex show for $ I 0. 
The salesman slid an "Approved Identification" 
card from his tattered black wallet and held it up 
with his shaky , callused left hand. The card had 
his picture, a small dark face with a missing tooth. 
The photographer had left too much head-room 
and the type on the card ran crooked. 
"I Smoke Crack. 
I Smoke Weed." 
The I.D. called him "Troy Dorris" and said he 
was 26-years-old. Several shops around Times 
Square sell similar identification cards, also poorly 
photographed and type-set. Purchasers decide what 
the card will name them, date them, and address 
them. No verification is required; "approval" is 
granted for of $ I 5 . 
Dorris stood on the sidewalk near the derelict 
Times Square Theater, on 42nd Street halfway 
between Seventh a.nd Eighth Avenues. He leaned 
against a wooden graffiti covered barrier, 
underneath the abandoned theater's broken 
windows, Ionic columns dripping with soot. Jasmine 
incense from a street vendor temporarily 
overpowered the smell of automobile exhaust. 
frequent smiles reveal a missing left front tooth. 
Dry red sores and a patchy beard sprout from his 
chin. 
Recruiting customers for the Video World Center, 
a sex shop specializing in 25 cent pornographic 
video shows , is one of Dorris' many jobs. The 
shop's customers included a man wearing a business 
suit and carrying a briefcase, a young man wearing 
a John Jay College jacket and an old man missing 
teeth and wearing dirty and ripped clothing. 
"Most of them are like guys that are married, 
looking for young girls - 16, 17 or 18-years-old," 
Dorris said. Men trust the shop according to Dorris, 
because the women are "not like street hookers; 
they're clean and they always use condoms." 
Dorris said the shop pays him $40 per day for 
leafleting. He said he usually recruits about 20 
to 25 men each day for the live sex shows. 
Regardless of the payment he said he gets from 
the sex shop, Dorris does not feel obliged to pass 
out the fliers all day . He frequently takes breaks 
to buy, sell or take drugs. 
"I sell weed, coke, crack, dope and pills," Dorris 
said. "I smoke crack . I smoke weed." Crack is 
his biggest seller, he said. 
One crack dealer Dorris used stood at 41st Street 
and Eighth Avenue. The pusher wore a day-glow 
green and black parka and a brown beret. While 
Dorris pulled out his crumpled $15, the dealer 
rocked from foot to foot and watched for police. 
The transaction took less than a minute. Dorris 
walked away with two opaque pill-sized vials shaped 
like small ballistic missiles. The bottom half of 
the missile, with the fins, slid from the body of 
the capsule, spilling out two or three dusty white 
pebbles of crack. 
Now Dorris wanted to smoke. He crossed Eighth 
Avenue and limped west on 40th Street. He stopped 
by a man wearing a tattered brown overcoat and 
a gray woolen hat. The two men walked to a 
doorway next to the Tae Woo Garden Grocery 
on 40th Street, across from the Port Authority 
bus terminal. Dorris, a skinny African-American, moves with 
a pronounced limp. His swaying gait takes weight 
from his damaged left leg. He said he twisted his 
bad leg years ago but would not say how . His 
Each man took his turn with a five-inch glass 
pipe. The smoker leaned half-way into a doorway, 
still visible to passersby . The other stood facing 
=============== 
the street with a bored look , watching for police. 
The cops were elsewhere. 
The lighter spouted a flame and an orange glow 
spread down the pipe. The smoker's cheeks caved 
in for a half minute draw. The session lasted about 
four minutes . Dorris said they smoked about half 
of one missile worth of crack. " It feels kind of 
like a speed high ," he said , describing the drug's 
effects . 
Later, Dorris spoke about the danger of the drug . 
" With crack, it ' s the craving and desire that gets 
you. If you can beat the craving and desire, you 
won't do it again," he said. Dorris insisted he is 
not addicted . "I've been smoking it so long , I 
could do with ir or without it," he said . 
Dorris may be able to stop smoking crack, but 
he makes part of his living off those who can ' t. 
He said people come to him every day to buy the 
drug. During a two afternoon hours, Dorris took 
money from four different people who approached 
him on the street. He sold them all crack, he said. 
Dorris' most lucrative business venture is selling 
stolen merchandise, he said. The vendor said his 
most typical transaction in "hot" equipment, selling 
a Canon EOS 850-SLR 35 millimeter camera worth 
about $300, usually nets him $75. 
"I work out on the sidewalk and my connection, 
in the electronics store, works inside. He steals 
the camera and I sell it for about $150 . We split 
the money," he said, waving his arm at a pigeon 
poking at a pizza crust , sending it flapping away. 
Around the corner on Eighth A venue between 
42nd and 43rd Streets, Dorris trudged into Mogali 
Candy Store to buy a pack of Cool menthol 
cigarettes. 
"You got a telephone number?" a short man in 
the shop asked Dorris. The man wanted to buy a 
telephone charge number in order to make a free 
long-distance call. 
Dorris said the man would have to pay $7 for 
the number. The man would only pay $5. Dorris 
walked away without a deal but with his ego 
boosted. 
"You see that? All day people are coming up to 
me and asking me for stuff. And I can get it for 
them - anything," Dorris said grinning proudly. 
In Re Knicks RESIPSA 
The New York Law School Sports & Entertainment Law Society is 
presenting two symposia on the positive and negative impact lawyers 
have on professional sports at 5:00pm Tuesday, October 1 and 
November 15, 1991 in the faculty dining room. 
Among the speakers will be: 
Mr. David Checketts - President, New York Knickerbockers 
Mr. Lou DiBella - Executive General Counsel, Time Warner Sports 
Mr . Donald Fehr - Executive Director, Major League Baseball 
Players Association 
Mr. Jay Moyer - Executive Vice President & League Counsel , 
National Football League 
Mr. Neil Smith - General Manager, New York Rangers 
The question and answer session during the symposium will allow you 
to ask the panel members all those burning questions you've been 
storing up for years. Immediately following the symposia a cocktail 
reception will be held so that students will have an opportunity to speak 
informally with the speakers. 
If you would like to join the New York Law School Sports & 
Entertainment Law Society please leave a note in the mail folder of 
Robert Grossman or Larry Rothstein. 
*Since 1940* 
LeRoy 's Restaurant 
VOTED ONE OF NY'S BEST INEXPENSIVE RESTAURANTS 
-Daniel Young, N.Y. Daily News 
247 West Broadway & 15 Ave. of 
Americas 
(two blocks north of NYLS) 
Come visit LeRoy's for a courteous, 
quick and wholesome breakfast or lunch. 
Daily Vegetarian & Natural Specials 
Now Serving Beer & Wine 
10% Discount with NYLS I.D. 
FREE DELIVERY ..... 966-3370 
MARGARITUR 
'" ,, ' ~ '•~ 
\\ ~ 
l!l!IJ- __ c?_ 
~--5'- ~ 
Sometimes a Margarita 
speaks for itself ... 
· Or a burrito, or a fajita, or an enchilada 
or a host of other incredible Mexican foods. 
All right around the corner. No live animals, 
but the Beatles, Hendrix, The Who, 
James Brown 
and Aretha play every night. 
THE BURRITO BAR 
CALIENTE CAB CO. 
219-9200 
305 Church Street ( corner of Church and Walker) 
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Dial x-123 to speak with Yussef 
Attention All Students 
Anyone who is interested in having an 
article, letter, cartoon, or any other written 
material published in Frolic & Detour should 
place his or her material in any of the 
editors' mailboxes. 
Submissions should be made on 3.5 or 
5.25" IBM compatible disks, along with a 
hard copy. 
Thank You 
Brennan on Tho01as 
by Joseph Brennan 
News of the nomination of Judge Clarence Thomas to replace Thurgood Marshall 
on the Supreme Court broke while I was attending a seminar in political economy 
given by the Cato Institute , a libertarian think tank . As an African American , 
I have long admired Justice Marshall as a role model and a symbol of the grow-
ing participation of African Americans in our society. Although I was ple ased 
that President Bush chose to maintain an African American presence on the Court , 
as a libertarian I began to wonder how Thomas stands on civil and economic 
liberties. 
I made inquiries into Thomas ' background among the other seminar 
part1c1pants. David Boaz, the Executive Vice President of the Cato Institute , 
felt that Thomas held some libertarian views and I was intrigued by this possi-
bility. I learned that a photograph of Judge Thomas at a Cato Forum appeared 
tn a 
Institute promotional brochure prior to his nomination. Thomas has also written 
an article published by Cato. Furthermore , he has been interviewed by 
REASON, a periodical popular with libertarians , and has addressed various 
1 ibertarian groups. 
While attending the Libertarian Party's presidential nominating convention , I 
had the opportunity to speak with Richard Boddie, the most prominent African 
American member of the party and a candidate for its presidential nomination. 
I asked Boddie if he was familiar with Thomas ' views. Boddie assured me that 
the judge was a "closet" libertarian. He claimed that Thomas couldn ' t openly 
identify himself as such because he would jeopardize his standing with an 
administration for which he used to work and which appointed him to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 
Although every revelation about Thomas seemed to weigh in favor of his being 
a libertarian, I began to look at positions he has taken as a further indicator. 
One of his most publicized positions is his endorsement of the philosophy of 
natural law. On the surface , such an endorsement is in keeping with libertarian 
principals; natural law is a cornerstone of libertarianism. Unfortunately , many 
who have claimed to believe in natural law have used those words to represent 
principals totally at odds with libertarianism. 
Under natural law, as a libertarian understands it , each person owns his own 
life and has the right to do anything he wishes with that life provided he does 
not forcibly interfere with anyone else. Natural law is basically a principal of 
non -aggression and only activities which violate this principal are illegal. 
Some who have criticized Thomas for believing in natural law also criticize the 
concept because the words themselves were sometimes used in the 19th century 
to argue that women were inferior to men or that slavery was legitimate. Clearly 
those who used natural law in that way either did not understand it or did not 
really believe in it. 
Today, many who take the pro-choice position on abortion are concerned that 
Thomas' belief in natural law indicates that he would overturn Roe v. Wade . 
McGovern's Bar & Restaurant 
Because natural law is not dispositive of the abortion issue, however, 
such 
concern is unfounded . Natural law gives no guidance as to when a fetus 
is vested with the rights of a human being; it simply determines what 
rights human beings possess. Thomas may favor overturning Roe, but 
natural law is not to blame. Most libertarians are pro-choice and use the 
motto , "pro-choice on everything." But libertarians do differ, and some 
do oppose legalized abortion. 
Lunch 11:30-3:00 pm 
Free Hors d'oeuvres 
Wed, Thurs & Friday 
Open Monday - Sat 8:00am - 4:00am 
Sunday12:00pm - 4:00am 
135 Reade St. New York, N.Y. 
(212)- 227 2295 
It is unclear whether Judge Thomas understands natural law in the same 
way as libertarians do , though some of his past positions indicate that he 
may. His criticism of affirmative action , licensing and minimum wage 
laws, and his support for limited government and the protection of 
individual economic rights are in keeping with a libertarian view of 
natural law. 
Any early celebration over Judge Thomas ' libertariani sm should be 
tempered with the realization that he does not renounce all government 
action in non-aggression situations . As chairman of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, he was perfectl y willing to utilize 
government power against private business to redress indi v idual cl a ims of 
discrimination. In such cases , a true libertarian prefers market solutions. 
It is probably fair to say that Thomas leans in a libertarian direction . 
But to characterize him at this point as a closet libertarian is probably 
wishful thinking. In spite of his "less than pure" libertarianism , Thomas 
should be confirmed. He is probably the best we will get from the Bush 
administrat1011. 
PROVENZANO's ...... ~ 1 
PARKING . ~. '~Aff~ Hi~,.t. a,~" 
-.;; J s. •. 
~ ho <r ~ • l ....... ----.:i Special f /i:;. . ;· -..........__ !~ ~,?'¼o· I' 
------.______; ~ ~ $10 for all day~ .. parking 
for students with an I.D. 
2 Blocks from NYLS, Behind Exotic Car Showroom, 
near the Sqaure Diner, on Leonard Street. 
Heroin, Heroes, and Horns 
by Josh Porter 
Heroin was a daily staple in the diet of most great beboppers in the 
early l 950's. In his autobiography , Miles Davis accounts for drug abuse 
among musicians during this era by recounting that many believed 
regular heroin use might make them play as great as the master, Charlie 
(Bird) Parker. Heroin did in fact affect disciples and master alike, for 
many hard bopping heroin addicts followed Bird to an early grave. 
When tenor saxophonist Sonny Rollins, a one-time heavy drug user, 
stopped poking his arm in 1954, he teamed up with trumpeter Clifford 
Brown, whom he admired for being able to play inspiring jazz without 
resorting to drugs. (I suppose its like the admiration I have for Justice 
Cardozo for drafting inspiring opinions without resorting to Roget's the-
saurus.) Yet, a clean way of life has never guaranteed luck or longev-
ity. And so, in 1956, at the age of 26, Clifford Brown died in a car 
accident. 
While some of the finest moments in jazz have been well preserved in 
the "Complete EmArcy's Recordings of Clifford Brown," the painful 
silence that Brown left behind is a great disappointment to his fans. 
What might have Brown recorded with just a few more years of life? 
Had he reached his prime? Today, 35 years later, a partial answer may 
be near, for Brown appears to have revisited us in the likeness of Roy 
Hargrove. Brown 's influence on Hargrove is phenomenal. Hargrove's 
fluid technique and trenchant lyricism mimic the model Brown provided 
for decades of hard boppers. In fact, as a youth, Hargrove spent many 
hours listening to Brown recordings. 
I was first exposed to Hargrove when I saw him play with Rollins last 
May at Carnegie Hall. I was impressed to see Hargrove hold his ground 
against Rollins, especially since Rollins outplayed the acclaimed Branford 
Marsalis two years earlier on the same stage. At 21, Hargrove seems 
destined to outshine Brown. 
Hargrove's latest effort, "Public Eye," is an amalgam of precocious 
talent. Bassist Charles Mcbride is 18, alto saxophonist Antonio Hart is 
22, and pianist Stephen Scott is 21. At age 55, Billy Higgins, on drums, 
is the sole veteran. 
Hargrove and company highlight their skills on the set's title track, an 
intensely emotional, uniquely melodic, and pre-
DECEPTION_ 
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The World's Best Pulp Writer 
by Jay Glickman 
I am a Tom Clancy fan; I've read all of his books, some of them more 
than once, and despite some reservations about his style, I keep coming 
back for more. Clancy is the Arthur Hailey of technological thrillers 
-- not the world's greatest writer, perhaps, but very adept at keeping the 
reader up all night turning pages. 
So, having spent twenty-five bucks on his latest effort, The Sum of 
All Fears (G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1991), I'm going to tell you whether 
Clancy is deserving of the enormous media attention and mammoth sales 
this book is already generating . The answer is yes ... and no. 
Longtime Clancy fans will not be disappointed. The Sum of All Fears 
has the sprawling plot, breakneck pacing, and microscopic attention to 
technological detail which have made Clancy a hugely successful writer. 
Clancy is the leader in "techno-thrillers", a genre which he arguably 
invented. 
But the book also contains all of the author's foibles, including 
contrived characterization, awkward dialogue, and (for many readers) 
microscopic attention to technological detail. Because thrillers revolve 
less around character development than action and suspense, Clancy has 
often been able to get away with one-dimensional characters and 
marginal dialogue in earlier novels. But in The Sum of All Fears, these 
shortcomings have become glaringly evident. 
Due to the enormous scale of the plot, Clancy is forced to come up 
with characters and dialogue so broad as not to be overshadowed by the 
story itself. The Sum of All Fears delves into a weighty subject that 
Clancy has only dealt with peripherally before: nuclear holocaust. 
The story concerns a Middle Eastern terrorist group which unearths an 
atomic device supposedly mislaid by Israel during its 1973 war with 
Syria. The terrorists refine the device to trigger a powerful hydrogen 
bomb, which they plan to detonate at the site of the Super Bowl. 
(References to Thomas Harris's Black Sunday are peppered throughout 
the book). ' 
The terrorists hope that the explosion will result in a rapid breakdown 
in newly improved U.S.-Soviet relations , scuttling a joint peace plan 
that promises to bring lasting peace to the Middle East. That their plan 
also risks a global nuclear exchange 
is merely incidental. cisely executed minor-key blues . In that piece, 
the band creates a rich blend of color, technique 
and raw energy, without relying upon intense, 
linear gushes of sound. 
All in all, Hargrove has mixed together a stir-
ring menu of songs 
which ought to be 
sampled by anyone even 
remotely curious about 
promising young jazz 
BLACK 47 ... 
is a brilliant new novel by Philip Roth {Touchstone. 1991). Its 
narrator is a married American novelist who lives in London and is having 
an affair with a married Englishwoman. The book is comprised solely of 
dialogue between the nov-
elist and the women in his 
life. Using this device, 
Enter Clancy's enduring hero, 
Jack Ryan. In previous books, 
Ryan has been so smart, honest, 
rich , and handsome, that he bor-
dered on the nauseating. This book 
starts off on the same note, with 
Ryan almost single-handedly de-
veloping the Middle East peace 
plan, then graciously declining 
to take any credit for it. Ryan's 
niceness stretches credibility to the 
breaking point. Fortunately, Clancy 
sets him up for a fall. 
mus1c1ans . 
is a new Irish rap/rock band with a unique sound vaguely 
reminiscent of the Pogues, for whom they have frequently opened in 
concert. The group's name is derived from the great Irish potato famine 
of 184 7, which lead singer Larry Kirwan learned of on his grandfather's 
knee. 
One member of the group, Chris Byrne, is a New York City police 
officer and patrols Times Square by day. He and BLACK 47 are the 
subjects of a recently completed documentary which will be aired on 
Irish television in December. 
In general, BLACK 47's music is energetic, emotionally charged 
and, unlike most Irish music, upbeat. And their lyrics cover a wide range 
of topics including the political. One song, "Free Joe Now," is a forceful 
appeal to release Joe Dougherty, an Irishman held in a New York City 
jail awaiting extradition for his IRA activities. "Rockin ' the Bronx," on 
the other hand, tells the story of the band's struggle for success. 
BLACK 47 is a band to watch. They have already established a 
loyal following in New York and are holding contract negotiations with 
several record labels. Those interested in getting to know BLACK 47 
and their music should tune in to WNEW or K-ROCK; both stations give 
them air time. Or stop by Patty O'Reilly's restaurant on 2nd Avenue -
BLACK 4 7 plays Wednesdays nights at I 0:30 and Saturdays at 11 :30 
Roth cleverly draws char-
acters who are genuine, 
sophisticated and forth-
right. They discuss aging, 
anti-semitism. sexual be-
trayal and anger with strik-
ing candor. 
The author of many ac-
claimed novels (Goodb e 
Columbus, Portno ·s 
Com taint and The Ghost 
Writer among them). Roth 
does not disappoint with 
his ·tatest effort. It is at 
once a probing exploration 
of maniage and adultery 
and a revealing social 
commentary. 
-Bernadette Dono 
As we meet up with him this time 
around , Ryan is the Deputy 
Director of Central Intelligence, 
the number-two man in the C.I.A. 
But now he serves under a new 
administration, whose National 
Security Adviser, Dr. Liz Elliott, 
is openly hostile to him. This strain, 
along with an increasingly 
unpredictable geopolitical situation, 
soon finds Ryan beginning to cave 
in. As he becomes morose and 
self-pitying, he resorts to heavy 
drinking and smoking. Eventually, 
he suffers from impotence. Of course, none of this keeps 
him from saving the planet by the end of the book (and 
of course regaining his confidence). 
The humanization of Ryan is a pleasant surprise, and 
Clancy makesit a large part of the story. Other characters 
aren't so lucky. Because his writing is larger-than-life, particularly 
here, the characterizations are overdrawn and simplistic. There is no 
difficulty in telling the white hats from the black -- and the two are 
so polarized that they almost seem cartoonish. 
But loyal readers will likely forgive this failing, as they have in 
Clancy's other books, because credible character development isn't 
essential to his stories. Clancy is renowned for his plotting, pacing 
and techno-wizardry, and all are abundant in this novel. 
Society, Morality, and the 
Law 
He weaves together the many and far-flung strands of this complex tale with seamless 
precision, increasing the pace relentlessly. In the final hundred pages , the narrative jolts 
from scene to scene with lightning speed, mimicking the technological weaponry Clancy 
describes so lovingly in all of his books. 
People form society; we were taught. 
This prosaic tenet must be eschewed. 
In viewing human nature I was caught 
contriving sundry ways laws can be viewed. 
"Rules that tell us vice from virtue?" I thought 
that canons can misfire in solitude 
But aimed at masses their power has wrought 
the moral sense with which we are imbued 
The sense with which every culture is fraught 
Society forms people I conclude. 
-Charles Maslin 
It is worth noting that the author seems to be backing away from including the reams of 
technological detail he usually pours into his books. In The Sum of All Fears, such detail 
is largely limited to the description of the atomic device that is central to the plot. Clancy 
seems to have recognized that some readers find his lessons on advanced weaponry 
incomprehensible. But understanding even the limited description of the hydrogen bomb's 
function would require a working knowledge of particle physics. Lacking this, readers may 
simply skim these parts and lose nothing of the plot. 
Tom Clancy's books, if nothing else, raise important political and sociological questions in 
an entertammg context. The Sum of All Fears covers arms control, German reunification, 
political infighting, and a host of other topics . Because Clancy usually presents both points 
of view on any subject, he allows the reader to come to his or her own conclusions on these 
weighty issues . The fact that his characterizations and dialogue tend toward the superficial 
does not detract from his ability to tell a ripping good yarn. So, if its literature you want, 
read Chekhov. If you're looking for recreation, Clancy delivers the goods again. 
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CLARENCE THOMAS AIN'T NOTHIN' -BUT A COWBOY FAN 
by Josh Porter 
As part of their effort to prevent 
him from taking a seat on the 
Supreme Court, several Democratic 
senators have questioned Clarence 
Thomas about his past statements on 
natural law. In response, Thomas 
tried to distance himself from the 
past by shaping his answers in such 
a way as to have us believe that his 
past remarks were the musings of a 
theorist who had no intention of 
interpreting or adjudicating in the 
area of constitutional law. "At no 
time did I feel nor do I feel now 
that natural law is anything more than 
the background to our Constitution," 
Thomas said at the hearings . 
Do we believe him? And if not, 
' O!¥ 
IIIDIUH STREET 
Good Food and Cheap Beer 
($1.00 drafts) 
Breakfast & Lunch 
Served 6:00 am- 4:30 pm 
Catering Any Amount on Premises 
for All Occasions 
Friday Nights 
D.J. Music from 5:00 pm until .. . 
83 Worth Street New York, NY 10013 (212) 962-0834 
A BIGGER, FlSTER COFFIN 
"It ' s a lot bigger than the other 
coffin, that's for sure." Doug 
Hoolahan, ace technician for 
Gotham Elevator , made this 
remark in reference to the 
installation of "C" building's new 
elevator, whose dimensions (4' 
6" x 5' 4") dwarf the old . 
That's right, starting October 
I 1, you can ride along at 150 
feet per minute in the bigger, 
better car that will serve "C" 
building's formerly frustrated 
passengers. Nothing from the 
old system will be retained, so 
you can look forward to an 
efficient, comfortable journey . 
Although the old elevator was 
reliable and rarely broke down, 
it was the bane of the NYLS 
community . Vinnie Camalliari , 
Jr. , a member of the school's 
maintenance team, was reluctant 
to share his feelings on the old 
system. "There's a lady here -
I'd rather not say nothin' ," was 
all he ventured. The old car 
tra velled at a mere 100 feet per 
minute and had , in the parlance 
of the trade, a poor 
sense of direction. 
This means that 
the elevator used 
to stop when called 
regardless of the 
direction in which 
the passenger 
wished to travel. 
A student on the 
third floor wishing 
to go to the 
basement was 
picked up even 
though the 
elevator was going 
up. So, you had 
to get on and ride 
in the opposite 
direction, unless 
you knew to let the elevator pass 
you by and push the button again 
after it left. 
The new car is also two feet 
wider than the old, which had a 
dummy wall, and is equipped with 
the latest in elevator technology. 
Chimes will ring out the floor 
number and the stainless steel push 
buttons have Braille markings , 
thereby providing for the . needs 
of blind people . In addition , the 
A/C variable turbo drive setup 
eliminates those bumpy rides and 
allows the car to glide "into" a 
floor. 
Although plans have proceeded 
so far without a hitch , the 
installation is fraught with 
controversy. Some professors are 
up in arms over a proposal which 
would have the elevator rest on 
the first floor when not in 
service. Claiming that their need 
for convenience is greater than 
others ', militant faculty forces 
threaten sabotage if their demand 
is not met. This group feels that 
the elevator should remain idle 
on the fourth floor where the 
faculty library is located. As we 
I /2 hours. 
return trip. 
go to press , a 
referendum is in 
the works that the 
administration 
hopes will resolve 
the matter. 
For those 
sentimentally 
inclined , the old 
car , which has 
already been 
removed and 
bronzed , is 
currently in 
service at I World 
Trade Center. A 
ride to the top 
floor cost $. 25 
and lasts 
approximately 4 
Pack a lunch for the 
is there cause for concern? Or alarm? 
From the hysteria generated at the 
hearings , you might think that the 
ranks of natural law theorists included 
Pol Pot and Idi Amin , rather than 
St. Thomas Aquinas, John Locke , 
and Thomas Jefferson. 
But it is not his adherence to natural 
law that rouses Thomas' opponents 
so much as what he might use 
natural law to accomplish. Surely, 
Ted Kennedy et al. do not oppose 
the values enshrined in the 
Declaration of Independence. In fact, 
without exception , they embrace 
them . The traditional idea of 
natural law is based on the concept 
that individuals are endowed with 
certain "inalienable rights" 
independent of government grant. 
These include the basics: life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 
More likely, these senators are 
concerned about the way Thomas will 
use natural law to inform 
constitutional decision-making . 
Historically, however, natural law 
has often been used to buttress 
opposing sides of the same issue . 
In one famous example, Abraham 
Lincoln used natural law to argue 
against slavery, while John Calhoun 
based his defense of the practice on 
the same principle. In modern times, 
natural law has been invoked to 
justify a fetus ' right to life as well 
as a woman's right to an abortion. 
Not so long ago, conservatives 
spurned natural law theory. In 1986, 
former Attorney General Edwin 
Meese III labelled it "a most 
constitutionally pernicious doctrine ." 
Suddenly, natural law is a 
convenient doctrine for the right. 
The Thomas case is just the latest 
example in a series of protracted, 
ideological battles that have 
characterized the confirmation 
hearings over the past ten years . This 
results in a lot of noise made by a 
few over a minor statement or 
incident in a nominee's past. A 
nominee now knows not to reveal 
how he would vote on a certain 
issue, so the struggle takes place on 
such a level of abstraction that the 
hearings are divorced from any real 
meaning . Ultimately, the issue 
of a nominee's competence is skirted . 
Thus, the country is denied a highly 
qualified legal mind for its most 
important legal job. 
As a final matter , I have my own 
meaningful reasons for rejecting 
Clarence Thomas: He's a Dallas 
Cowboys fan . 
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NYLS Gets a 
Face-Lift 
by Samuel Mizrahi 
As everyone no doubt has noticed, 
major renovations are underway at 
New York Law School. From freshly 
painted halls to completely 
remodeled classrooms, the physical 
plant of the school is undergoing 
dramatic changes. 
The most significant change to date 
was the addition of the Mendik 
library, which opened last year . It 
is vital to success in law school to 
have a well-stocked library and a 
comfortable place to study, and the 
Mendik fits the bill. 
Legend has it that, in the past , the 
library was scattered about in 
different buildings and doing research 
was an arduous task. Now all the 
materials are arranged in one 
building, with everything readily 
available. The library also has 
computer rooms with access to 
Westlaw, Lexis and WordPerfect. 
Although the elevator is given to 
emitting alien sounds and space for 
group study can be hard to find , we 
have a library we can be proud of. 
Then there's the Froessel reading 
room. What is architecturally a 
beautiful space is in a shambles. 
There are plans to renovate the room, 
but when? On the first day of school 
a year ago , I spotted a sign in the 
room saying, "Please pardon our 
appearance while we remodel." Since 
then some changes have been made, 
but no improvements. At least last 
year you could use the space; this 
year you cannot. It ' s being used to 
store old desks and chairs , and what 
was once a handy place to catch up 
on the day's assignments is now 
off-limits. It would be nice to have 
it back. 
But a great job was done over the 
summer with the classrooms in "A" 
building. While last spring I could 
feel the floor in A401 sink beneath 
my feet , this room, along with 
others , now has a new floor, 
ceiling, windows , etc. And it looks 
terrific . Moreover, acoustics are 
greatly improved and less street noise 
invades the classrooms. You can 
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almost hear a classmate speak from 
across the room now . With the 
addition of permanent desks and 
chairs , these classrooms will become 
pleasant and practical places to learn. 
Let ' s hope that the new seating is 
different from that used in the ninth 
floor auditorium though. A900 is 
a nice-looking room, but the desks 
attached to the seats are woefully 
inadequate. Taking exams here is 
a nightmare . The desks are not big 
enough to hold exam papers , 
bluebook and scrap paper at once , 
so you have to juggle papers as you 
work to answer questions. Class 
can be even worse. The desks barely 
hold a notebook, so students are 
forced to balance heavy texts on their 
knees. 
The space most sorely in need of 
work is the student lounge . It's too 
big, too noisy , poorly laid out and 
desperately in need of new 
furniture. Maybe it ' s next on the 
list for remodeling . 
Surely in the same league with the 
lounge is the cafeteria. Some 
eateries in Times Square are as 
inviting and offer as much warmth 
as this one. 
On the other hand, the LeFrak Moot 
Courtroom, equipped as it is with 
video cameras and monitors, is truly 
state-of- the-art. Thanks to this 
equipment , students were able to 
watch the moot court competition 
finals from a monitor in the lounge . 
In addition to the advantages this 
room offers those taking part in moot 
court exercises, it also provides an 
excellent setting for trial advocacy 
classes . 
All in all , the school is 
starting to look much better. 
Environment plays an important role 
in human interaction and having an 
inviting, comfortable place to· spend 
three or four years can make a 
positive difference in our time here. 
With a new paint job outside and 
luxurious wall carpeting indoors, we 
seem to be on our way to having 
such a space . 
RUSSIAN* AMERICAN LAW STUDENT ASSOCIATION 
MEETING, OCTOBER 3, 1991, 5 PM, ROOM A-1002 
ALL ARE WELCOME 
FOR INFORMATION CALL IGOR AT (212) 265-8966 
* "Russian" includes all republics which previously belonged to the Soviet Union. 
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Enduring Opti01ists of 
Mediocrity 
by John Dillon Christine O'Connor Paul Schiavone 
August 20th - the summer is over. As the sun set on August 19th , so 
too did our last ray of hope for the better tomorrow we had once 
embraced. For the students of mediocrity have begun our second year in 
law school and we have a story to tell. 
Our story begins just before the LSAT in September 1989 . With visions 
of Columbia and NYU dancing in our heads , we put our futures in the 
hands of Stanley H. Kaplan. According to Kaplan propaganda, only the 
wretches who dared not pay $600 to his children ' s trust fund were 
denied admission to the top law schools . Nevertheless , when scores rolled 
in last October, we had to rethink our strategy . New York Law used to 
be our "safety school. " Now it was our only hope . 
Always the optimists , we thought , "Hey , it's better to be a big fish in 
a small pond, than ... " And, with our strong showing on the mid-
semester Legal Method exam, we knew we were destined for success. 
Not! We are now fondly known as the mediocre minnows. 
At the end of first semester, we found ourselves in the middle of the 
omnipresent bell curve. What happened? Didn't we sacrifice every 
Saturday night to memorize the Erie Doctrine? Didn't we buy every 
commercial outline, tape, video and tarot card known to man? It must 
have been our study group. 
By second semester we ' d formulated a new strategy . Look for the BIG 
PICTURE, and the 4 .0 would follow. Out went briefing cases , in came 
outlining. We outlined Property. We outlined Contracts. We outlined 
our outline of strategies for outlining. 
Next change - new study group. Objective number one: discover the 
identities of the top ten students. Objective number two: disguise 
ourselves as students 11 , 12 and 13 and infiltrate their study groups. 
Our scheme seemed to be working. We made it to the fourth interview, 
then our strategy was discovered. Paul cracked. Under direct 
questioning about the hairy hand case , Paul said the doctor might have 
successfully mitigated his damages had Epilady hair remover been 
invented. In a single stroke, one striving law student's stab at legal 
genius ruined the lives of three. 
So , with tails between our legs, outlines in hand, and eyes peeled for 
the BIG PICTURE, we crept away. Rationalization became our credo. 
No matter how absurd , we had to downplay our poor first semester grades 
for the sake of our egos . 
Torts - Professor must have been on drugs while grading exams ; Civil 
Procedure - Teacher doesn't like the Irish ; 
Contracts I - Stupid subject , stupid exam ; Legal Method - Midterm 
should have counted. 
When exams time neared we realized that if we aced everything we 
could still make Law Review. With each blue book we handed in , our 
goal came closer. 
Then, on June 26th grade reports arrived. We began to rationalize again. 
Criminal Law - Professor on drugs while grading our exams ; Property -
Teacher doesn't like anyone; Contracts II - see comments from Contracts 
I; Constitutional Law - ' nuff said , see John; 
June 26th - July 17th: Time of the Deep Depression. 
July 19th: Christine suggests write-on to Paul and John. Our hopes 
soar anew. This could be our finest hour. Not! 
August 20th: Christine, John , Paul and Danny the Honda salesman 
emerge from their respective homes to face the new school year. 
Today , as top -ranked students scurry by in their suits like so many 
squirrels hunting for nuts , the students of mediocrity sympathize with 
how strapping Steve Antico must have felt as a kid when chosen last for 
the kickball team. So , fear not , rumor has it that Justice Johnny Harlan , 
class of ' 24 , only had a 2.6. 
INVEST IN YOUR 
FUTURE 
Become a Law Student Member of the 
New York State Bar Association 
For more information contact:, 
~ 
11111 
NYSBA 
NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION 
Membership Services Department 
One Elk Street, Albany, New York 12207 
Phone: (518) 463-3200 FAX: (518) 487-5579 
BAR REVIEW 
EARLY 
ENROLLMENT 
DISCOUNT 
When you register for the BARIBRI 
New York bar review course. 
You receive: 
■ A $230 DISCOUNT OIi the $1325 bar 
review course lulllon. (Your lulllon: $1095) 
■ The New York Essay Advantage FREE. (Regular BAR/BRI sludenl lulllon $175.) 
■ The GIibert Mulllstale Dlagnosllc Cllnlc 
FHEE. (Regular BAH/BHI sludenl 
lulllon $95.) 
■ The Arthur MIiier CPLR Mini-Review 
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lulllon $75.) 
~····························································································· 
ALBANY LAW SCHOOL 
BRIDGEPORT LAW SCHOOL 
BUFFALO LAW SCHOOL 
CUNY LAW SCHOOL 
HOFSTRA LAW SCHOOL 
MANHATTAN 
PACE LAW SCHOOL 
RUTGERS LAW SCHOOL 
SETON HALl LAW SCHOOL 
SYRACUSE LAW SCHOOL 
TOURO LAW SCHOOL 
U CONN LAW SCHOOL 
WNEC LAW SCHOOL 
YALE LAW SCHOOL 
BAR REVIEW 
MPRE COURSE LOCATION INFORMATION 
Sat., 11/2 
Sun., 11/3 
Sat., 11/2 
Sat., 11/2 
Wed., 10/30 
A - Sun., 10/27 LIVE 
B - Sun., 11/3 
C -Thurs., 11ll 
D - Sat., 11/9 
E - Tues., 11/12 
Sat., 11/2 
Sat., 11/2 
Sun., 11/3 
Thurs., 11ll 
Sun., 11/3 
Sat., 11/2 
Sun., 11/3 
Sat., 11/9 
9AM -1PM 
10AM -2PM 
10:30AM - 2:30 PM 
11AM -3PM 
6:30PM - 10:30PM 
11AM -3PM 
11AM -3PM 
6PM -10PM 
11AM - 3PM 
6PM - 10PM 
10AM-2PM 
1PM - 5PM 
11AM -3PM 
5PM- 9PM 
9AM - 1PM 
10AM -2PM 
10AM - 2PM 
10AM - 2PM 
East Wing 
Room 14 
Room 106 
Room 135 
Room 308 
Ramada Hotel at 
Madison Square Garden 
BAR/BRI Office 
BAR/BRI Office 
BAR/BRI Office 
BAR/BRI Office 
Preston Hall-Room 401 
Room 108 
Room 202 
Brooks Hall 
8217 
Knight Hall-Room 115 
Room A 
Room 126 
